
 

THE WEEK AT POOL ACADEMY 
FRIDAY – 30.1.26  

MESSAGES: 
 

We wanted to share a brief update with our school community regarding leadership at Pool Academy. 
Interviews for the role of Executive Headteacher have taken place on Thursday and Friday this week. Two 
candidates were shortlisted following a rigorous recruitment process. As a Trust and school, we hold very 
high expectations and are committed to appointing only the very best fit for Pool Academy. For this 
reason, we may choose not to appoint unless we are confident the right person has been found. If we are 
successful in appointing an Executive Headteacher, we will then move forward with advertising for a 
Head of School. Interviews for this role would take place over the next few weeks. We understand how 
important strong leadership is for our students, staff, and families, and we will of course keep you fully 
updated as the process continues. Thank you, as always, for your continued support of Pool Academy. 

This week at Pool Academy has been a busy one, filled with fantastic achievements and important 
upcoming events .We are celebrating the commitment and talent of our students, including Nathan O, 
who has been selected for an international cricket tour, and Oliver S, who is actively involved with 
Cornwall Search Dogs. Our Year 9 and 10 drama students delivered a truly impressive performance at the 
Hall for Cornwall, and we proudly recognise this week’s Year 11 'Carousel Champions' for their exceptional 
dedication to revision. 

●​ Vaccinations for students in Year 8 and also Years 9, 10, and 11 will take place on 11th February.  
Parents and carers of students in these year groups should look out for an email with full details 
on how to book an appointment.  

●​ Due to upcoming road closures between 2nd February and 13th February some of the bus stops 
will be unavailable and students will be required to use the next nearest stop on that route. Bus 
companies are of course aware of this and will accept students boarding at other bus stops than 
stated on their passes.   

○​ POOL-G-46 Tangye Close stop – Students need to board at Paynters Lane End / 
Penwartha Road 

○​ POOL-G-49 Bridge Hill Stop - Students to board at Paynters Lane End bus stop instead,  Or 
at the bottom of Bridge Hill on main road, Or any of the remaining bus stops on route 
such as Portreath stops. 

○​ (Portreath Square 8am, Portreath Forthvean 8.02am) 
Please follow this link for further details of the closure. 

●​ Year 10 History trip to Berlin - This exciting trip is now just over a week away, and we would like to 
remind parents and students of two important points: 

○​ All students must be outside the school (but not in the bus bay) by 01:30am on the 
morning of Monday 9th February. 

○​ The latest weather forecast for the week we are there is very cold. Please can we ask that 
parents ensure their child has sufficient warm clothing, including a warm coat, a good hat, 
gloves, and sturdy walking shoes (preferably waterproof). 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CigDiuEFyUumTZX7pYvvClBca6_MF4-4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GE4L-I2UyAEXfpOe6ecLRzUXofID-Y5o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hsuZ8NYuN047eMOduFT14vM4ecseulik/view?usp=sharing


 

STUDENTS: 
 

 
We are delighted to celebrate the fantastic sporting 
achievement of Nathan O in Year 10, who has been 
selected to represent the Cornwall Cricket Squad on an 
international tour to Sri Lanka and Dubai this February. 
Nathan has been playing cricket since he was just two 
and a half years old and is a committed member of 
Redruth Cricket Club, where he also plays for Cornwall.  
The team will travel on 11th February and will play five 
matches against other schools in Sri Lanka and Dubai, 
gaining invaluable experience.  We are incredibly proud 

of Nathan’s achievement and wish him the very best on this exciting tour. Good 
luck, Nathan – we can’t wait to hear how you get on! 
 

We are proud to highlight the impressive commitment of Oliver S in 
Year 8, who is an active member of Cornwall Search Dogs as part of 
their mantrailing team. 

Oliver works alongside his two-year-old dog, Blue, a kelpie cross, and 
plays a vital role in training exercises. 
His involvement is hands-on and 
varied – Oliver not only supports Blue 
by running trails but also takes on the 
important role of the ‘hide’, helping 
dogs practise locating missing people 
using scent. 

Mantrailing requires patience, teamwork and clear communication, 
and Oliver’s dedication to developing these skills is fantastic to see. His 
work with Blue shows a strong sense of responsibility and 
commitment, as well as a real passion for helping others. 

Well done, Oliver – and Blue – for representing our school so positively in the wider community 🐾 

A group of Year 9 students were able to participate in 
the Holocaust Educational Trusts yearly webcast for 
Holocaust memorial day. This year's theme was 
'Bridging Generations'. Students were able to listen to 
the testimony of survivor Paul Sved, from Hungary, as 
well as the thoughts of his son Richard. Richard now 
works with charities focusing on both the Holocaust 
and anti-semitism more broadly. The students were a 
credit to themselves, paying great attention to what 
they both had to say and asking thoughtful questions 
about their experience and the lessons we can learn 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CornwallSearchDogs


 

from it. This was a valuable opportunity for those involved to hear testimony about a topic they have 
covered in lessons this year, from somebody who experienced many 
elements of life under the Nazis and time in a ghetto during World War 
Two.  

On Friday 25th January, seven Year 8 students and two Year 7 students 
travelled all the way to Parkstone Grammar School in Poole, Dorset. This 
involved a four-hour drive, and the students played brilliantly. Despite 
losing, the coach from Parkstone complimented them all and was very 
impressed. The students never gave up and created lots of goal-scoring 
opportunities, but it wasn’t enough against a school that has twice the 
number of students we have. 

However, it was a great day with lots of singing, laughing, and tea at Exeter services. We eventually got 
back to school at 8pm after a long day - but what an experience for the students! 

Our Year 11s have been hard at work on their Carousel revision homework 
in preparation for their GCSE exams. Well done to all our students who 
have completed the homework, with a special congratulations to this 
week's Carousel Champions, who will be presented with a special 
certificate in assembly in recognition of their great effort and 
commitment to achieving brilliant results. This week's champions, who 
scored 100% in all their revision quizzes are: 

Carousel Superstars! 100% 
Joel A, Eva B, Amelia G, Alex G, Jake H, Tanatswa, Mia N, Michaila, Oliver R, Amelia R, Splendour, Olive, 
Adelina, Amaiah, Sophia W, Freya, B, Zac, Chris, Hannah Cal, Sam C, Mia E, Lucy F, Neeve, Molyn, Isobel G, 
Josh M, Luke N, Lowenna, Hannah R, Dinariya, Amelia W, Sonny, Lola, Reuben, Piran, Lillian, Tinoteda, 
Owen, Poppy C, Harley F, Heath, Norutendo, Amelia L, Termera-Jane, Joey, Latheba, Chelsea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Last week, our TEVI group got stuck into some gardening activities, and this week we’re delighted to 
share the results of their hard work! The students have been nurturing their daffodils, and it’s wonderful 
to see them starting to bloom. Their enthusiasm, care, and focus have really paid off, and it’s lovely to see 
the group enjoying the fruits of their efforts. Well done to everyone involved! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our incredibly talented Year 9 and Year 10 drama 
students took to the stage at the Hall for Cornwall on 
Wednesday evening as part of the annual Secondary 
Performing Arts Showcase. 

The students 
performed St 
Silvester and the 
Dragon, written 
by O-region’s 

Simon Harvey, and delivered a truly impressive performance. They 
excelled with their confident projection, excellent use of the stage, 
and a professional, focused manner both on stage and behind the 
scenes. 

It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to perform in such a prestigious venue, and they rose to 
the occasion brilliantly. We could not be prouder of their commitment, teamwork, and talent.  

Well done to our Sparx Reader champions this week! It’s fantastic to see so many students dedicating 
time to their reading and collecting rewards as they go. Keep up the great work and keep those pages 
turning! 

 

 

 



 

 English Star Students of the Week  

A huge well done to our fantastic English stars this week for their effort, 
resilience, and commitment to their learning: 

 Noru (Y11)​

 Mia N (Y11)​

 Lucy F (Y11)​

 Chris B (Y11)​

 Daniel O (Y11)​

 Dixie (Y7) 

Each of these students has impressed their teachers through hard work, 
positive attitude, and a determination to do their very best. We are incredibly 
proud of you all—keep shining and setting the standard in English! 

Our first-ever Quiz Night was a fantastic success! A huge thank you to 
everyone who came along and helped create such a fun, community-filled 
evening. We raised £80 towards the teacher place, with additional generous 
contributions raised through our raffle and the sale of some delicious 
home-baked flapjacks in support of our travelling students. 

Special thanks go to Tatties and Toast for bravely battling the rain and 
keeping all our quizzers wonderfully well-fed—the food was absolutely 
delicious and very much appreciated. 

After such a great response (and some popular requests!), we’re delighted to 
announce our next Quiz Night on Thursday 26th March, which will include a 
Musical Theatre round. We hope to see you there! 

 

CLASSROOM CLIPS: GEOGRAPHY (YEAR 8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Week’s Sports Bulletin  

 
Parents and carers are invited to come and enjoy watching their child play in our school teams from 4.15pm 
onwards.  If you need to use the toilets, parents / carers will need to use the facilities near the sports hall. Students 
are to use the facilities by the PE changing rooms.  Enjoy the game and we look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KGka49jNtYBvV0dennCg2m8Z5rVkPc36/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117299547660523964151&rtpof=true&sd=true


 

Next Week’s Menu  

 
 
 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK (WEEK B) 
 

Link to the School Calendar  
 

●​ Wednesday 4th Feb - Year 7 Parents’ Evening, 3.30pm-6.30pm 
●​ Friday 6th Feb - Crofty Dodgeball, 12.45pm-2.45pm 

 

CAREERS: 
 
Each week we focus on a career pathway to highlight.  This week we 
are looking at a career as an Optometrist. 

  
 

Please follow this link to learn more about careers as an Optometrist. 
 
If there is a particular pathway you would like to find out more about, 
please email enquiries@poolacademy.uk. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.poolacademy.co.uk/calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCBwnpjhymg&list=PLVEWa7uIDT769WGUTc_-lOca4dJRlPatZ&index=100
mailto:enquiries@poolacademy.co.uk


 

🎓 What’s it like to… go to University? 🎓 
 
As part of our careers programme at Pool Academy, we are pleased to be 
hosting a session in partnership with Next Steps South West and Plymouth 
University. 
 
📅 Friday 6th February 3pm 
📍 Pool Academy 
 
This session will support students to: 
 

●​ Understand different routes into university 
●​ Challenge common myths and misconceptions about higher 

education 
●​ Link learning to future opportunities and pathways 
●​ Develop informed, realistic aspirations about post-16 and post-18 options 

 
By hearing directly from higher education providers, students will gain first-hand insight to support 
informed decision-making and next steps planning. 
 
A valuable opportunity to explore future pathways and broaden horizons. 
 
Book your place at main reception or email careers@poolacademy.uk. 
 
 

PRAISE POSTCARD RECIPIENTS: 
​
Students are awarded a Praise Postcard for their class work, effort and attitude. This week we have 
given out a total of 511 Praise Postcards!  Please see below for this week’s recipients.   
 

 

 

 

mailto:careers@poolacademy.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GtDc9CgM_Q6dqY0Hsm6WrtB0mogQGMue/view?usp=sharing
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